X. 



Ik© Russians ware caught unprepared by the currency reform In the 
western zones and felt they had to improvise an action to meet the 
steps taleen by the western powers . An original armament between 
the u A and the German Economic Commission (DUI) ealled for the 
printing of 43,000, OCX) marks. This figure was accepted on Soviet 
insistence against the protests of German experts who claimed the 
amount was excessive in relation to the low purchasing no war avail- 
able as ha eking 0 


JJ 00 / 19 prlntin '' T if the Taglichs Rund- 

jchffil in Berlin began printing stamps to be affixed to tbaoM 

21: f a 5? s T valuad „ at 43,000,000 narks were completed on 
f 1 Jun0 ‘ German technical personnel were then ro- 

O^thf 2? ^ &3da yp 22 Jun ®» all normal activities 

?? ,J ? rQ su f r ^ nded » *“>* ell personnel were ordered to 
2*^5* th ® to .^ ho none ^* FiTO thousand persons worked 

on this project for 24 hairs. Strict account was kept of the 

!2? 8y J aad ? d » informant states that it is impossible to 

h ° W mch r ' onQ ? 8tam P s ** by the Russians themselves* 
Same stamps were removed from tire printing plant and vere in pos- 
session of individuals not later than Monday,, 21 June. *** 


Distribution of stamped currency began on 24 Juno. As of 25 June 

md ® °V h ® distribution, bat simple exchange took" 
place of old currency for bills bearing stamps » 




of , the Rusoiaft ZonQ ? including the Dinars most 
^-sian action, since thoy are convinced that the 
0Upp J 1 f d ' dth antalimited amount of the new cmv 
^ich rdll result in an inflation similar to that of tire 

mt iT^ircSaSn rt 0 nd n 0f ^ VBr ' ,th ° n tho Allied oc cui»tion nark ^ 
Sn . HotJ ?7 9 f> a conversation between-ranking Get*. 

^ha^^Sr, 1 ? 5103 ^ 3 tha J th3y Qro convinced that thecSrency 
in .he Ruslan Zone is purely temporary and i« to be replaced aq 

" h Ru slan Zone is already an accepted fact. A quota- i 
t/ion on tho evening of 26 June, including the Russian sector of 
; gave an exchange rate of 40 Russian Zone ' marks for one Deutschf 
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Soviet Zone officials as® much disheartened was? the fast decline 
of the value of the now currency and consider it a convincing sign 
of l&ck of faith in the Soviet Zone ocenoiry <m the P&rt of the population 

The Russians are likely to make propaganda of the claim that they 
tried to reach an agreement with trie western powers but that they 
mm rebuffed ay the astern capita list e- and. wore thus forced to 
improvise a quick action* They tbSnk they have won a groat triumph 
and. will fool their victory is complete if the western powers accept 
the now currency of the Russian Zone* 

Ths Russians are expected to insist that the possession of western 
currency in. I, ho Soviet sector of Berlin is illegal and to use this 
as a pretext for the arrest of persons whom they wish to eliminate* 
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